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had, to a considerable extent, disappeared; but the means of
communication were few and bad, and the tract west of the
Shannon, part of the old Celtic land, was in a state of
barbarism, probably worse than that which ever existed under
its native rulers. Dublin, the seat of the- Government, had
continued to increase; and Cork, Belfast, and some of the
seaport towns, presented a comparatively prosperous aspect.
But the great majority of the inland towns remained petty
and even decaying villages, without commerce, and showing
scarcely a sign of progress. Ireland, in a word, was as a whole
in a pitiable state; one special feature of the social structure was
significant and deserves close attention. Her history, we have
pointed out, had in the medieval age made the developement
of a middle class impossible; the events of the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries had inevitably produced the same result.
Ireland at this period had scarcely a middle class at all; and
this at the time when the great middle class of England was
covering the seas with its merchant fleets, was beginning its
reign of manufacturing greatness, and was rapidly advancing
to power in the state.
The degradation of Ireland in all its classes naturally
engendered feelings of arrogance and contempt on the part of
its alien English masters. They looked down on the Catholic
Irish as a people of serfs, and on the Protestant colony as a
subject settlement, to be dealt with at the pleasure of the
mother country. The Irish Catholics did not utter a murmur;
but the Protestants resented the selfish policy which sacrificed
them to narrow English interests and the domineering temper
and self-sufficient attitude of the officials from England en-
throned at the Castle. The first notable symptom of this
angry discontent appeared in a book called the Case of Ireland,
written by William Molyneux, a friend of Locke, a member for
the University of Dublin in the Irish Parliament, and a very
able and fearless man; he was indignant at the annihilation of